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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 7, 1981 
L/A 
CHARLESTON, IL--A master's degree graduate option in dietetics has been approved 
for Eastern Illinois University's School of Home Economics by the Illinois Board of Higher 
Education. 
Included are 1,000 clock hours of dietetic clinical experience designed to meet 
requirements for writing the dietetics registration examination. 
Eastern currently has an arrangement with Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center to 
provide a major portion of the required clinical hours, according to Dr. Barbara OWens, 
Dean of the School of Home Economics. The School has three registered dieticians on the 
faculty, and there are five registered dietitians at Sarah Bush, located between Charleston 
and Mattoon on Route 16. 
Eligibility to write the dietetic registration exam requires a bachelor's degree 
in dietetics (like Eastern's present undergraduate option) plus one of the following: 
A dietetic internship, a master's degree with 1,000 hours of approved dietetic 
experience, or three years of dietetic experience. Dr. Ruth Dow. School of Home Economics, 
said the new option makes it possible for students to complete all requirements for writing 
the exam. 
Dr. Dow said the new program will accommodate only a few students per year. She 
said new graduate nutrition courses have recently been added to the curriculum, and that 
an individualized study plan in nutrition is available within the present M.S. in Home 
Economics degree. 
Students who complete such a degree may arrange their own 1,000-hour dietetic 
clinical experience to establish eligibility for the registration exam. 
The option is effective immediately. Complete information may be obtained by 
contacting Dr. Dow. 
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